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journey reveals why. Born in Virginia,
he grew up in North Carolina where his
musical career began as a singer in church.
He started composing music at 15 years of
age and, while still in high school, he formed
a ten-piece band that played on college
campuses. His singing was backed by four
horns, bass guitar, guitar and drums. He
went on to play guitar and piano in clubs,
and also composed songs for rock opera.
Twice a finalist at the American Songwriting Festival, for his project entitled Johnny
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Hunt Cellars. He also engages professional
jazz musicians, such as Karen Tyler. He
recently bought two new guitars “so I can
brush up on my licks and play more Beatles
songs, as well as other favorites of mine.” He
loves all kinds of music, especially the music
of the ‘60s. Other artists he likes are Chicago,
Boz Scaggs, Elton John, and Billy Joel.
Hunt has a unique way of tying in
his musical tastes with his various wines:
He includes song titles on his wine labels.
Examples are Good Vibrations, Port

Jones, he wrote a song called “Everything
is Possible.” He wanted to motivate kids by
helping them realize they need to believe
in themselves, by telling them there are two
people inside of everyone: One is who you
are now; the other is the person you want to
become. Even at an early age, he understood
how important it is to be positive in life to
help overcome all the negativity out there.
Hunt left for California at the age of
21 in response to an invitation to be on the
TV show The Dating Game. “I didn’t get
the girl,” he explains, “but I never turned
back.” He spent his time composing more
music, opening for R&B bands, working
with bands like Ambrosia, writing music
with Vanilla Fudge and, eventually, writing
songs with contemporary jazz piano great,
David Benoit.
The two Davids composed music together
in Benoit’s basement using an upright piano,
and played live performances with other
seasoned professionals around the L.A. area.
Hunt recalls, “Capitol Records was just
starting up, and it was still a virgin industry
at that time.” He remembers those days
fondly because music was so much a part of
him. Yet, he knew he needed a sure way to
make a living by the time his sight deteriorated.
These days, Hunt solos on his white
grand piano for 90-minute shows about
ten times a year after wine-tasting events at
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Oldie but Goodie, Rocket Man Zinfandel,
Merlot Unforgettable, Rhapsody in Red,
and Hilltop Serenade, to name a few. To
add to the fun, he’s written clever verses to
go along with these wines and, during wine
tastings, he plays the appropriate song as
his guests taste each particular wine.
David Hunt has still more visions to
realize in his life. He wants to further
enhance the connection between his wine
and his music, to expand his winemaking
enterprise and, most poignantly, to rebuild
his beloved antebellum-style home which
was destroyed by fire in April, 2009.
Despite this tragic loss, he draws upon his
deep knowledge that everything is possible
when you believe in yourself. The rebuilding
of his home began in the fall of 2009.
To read more about David Hunt’s
fascinating story, visit HuntCellars.com. f
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here’s a big difference between a man who is able to see
and a man of vision. To see is to be dependent on what’s
physically in front of one’s eyes. Sight is much more limiting
than vision, which incorporates what a person sees with his
heart and mind—his beliefs about himself, where he wants to
go, and the path that will lead him there.
David Hunt, blind for the past 21-years as a result of retinitis
pigmentosa, has pursued one vision after another more readily
than most who’ve never lost the gift of sight. He’s a man of abundant vision, and it’s made all the difference in lighting his way.
As his musical career was evolving, David Hunt learned he
was headed for a slow deterioration of his eyesight. Having
played and worked with musical artists who later rose to fame,
it wasn’t an easy decision for him to walk away from something
about which he had great passion. Self-pity, however, was never
an option in Hunt’s mind.
Hunt learned early in life that attitude and motivation are
the keys to success and happiness: Everything is possible when
you believe in yourself. The reality of slowly losing his eyesight
became the impetus for him to explore another vision. He’d
put together sensors and alarms designed to protect his own
recording equipment, so he got busy to help popularize two
key technologies of that time—voice mail and home security
systems. As a result of persuading developers of housing tracts
to use these systems, he and his wife also became successful real
estate developers. But, with his failing eyesight, construction
sites became too dangerous, so he looked toward yet another
vision—that of a retiring vintner.

David Hunt lost his sight in 1989, but
not before discovering the perfect place
to make great wine. He established Hunt
Cellars in Paso Robles, California, on a
550-acre parcel that’s unique for having
four different elevations with soils comparable to those found in the premier wine
regions of the world. From the beginning,
Hunt’s wines have garnered top ratings
and numerous gold medals, earning an
enviable reputation for Hunt Cellars.
In the absence of sight, Hunt’s other
senses grew keener, a fact he’s turned to
his advantage at the winery. Along with an
acute palate, he possesses an astounding
memory for wines he’s tasted in the past, a
gift he uses to define the flavor profiles for
each of his own wines. Equally remarkable
is his sense of hearing. He even claims to
be able to identify wine by its timbre as it’s
poured into the glass!
Hard work and his own signature
perfectionism have served David Hunt
well. Curiously, as his business flourishes,
it’s bringing him back, full circle, to his
musical roots. He’s discovered that the enjoyment of wine is greatly enhanced by an
appropriate musical experience. That’s why
he carefully selects music that creates an
uplifting mood for his tasting room guests.
Music plays a significant role at Hunt
Cellars, and David Hunt’s own musical
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In the absence of sight, Hunt’s other senses grew keener, a fact he’s
turned to his advantage at the winery. Along with an acute palate, he
possesses an astounding memory for wines he’s tasted in the past, a gift
he uses to define the flavor profiles for each of his own wines. Equally
remarkable is his sense of hearing. He even claims to be able to identify
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